
SIRIN P WONGPANIT
SPECIAL TO THE NATION
Chiang Mai

Happiness in life always
comes from within, so a
resort that offers lots of

green space for weekenders to enjoy
true inner serenity deserves a big
thumbs-up. 

The resort in question calls itself
simply Butterfly and it probably gets
its name from its location right in
the middle of San Phee Seua, which
roughly translates as “Butterfly’s
Crest, that’s about 20 minutes away
by car from Chiang Mai’s busy moat
area. The 16-rai, 19-room riverside
resort is an adaptation of an old
family mansion with a swimming
pool and a green lawn overlooking
the river Ping. The owners, both
Bangkok dwellers, have left the sur-
roundings natural rather than
extend the property because they
too love lots of space.

“Given the tough competition in
the Chiang Mai hotel business, it
was a wild idea that we could make
a living out of a resort with just 19
rooms, a lot of green space that peo-
ple can really enjoy, at a price that’s
attractive enough for most trav-
ellers,” says Noppamas
Jungrungruangkit, Butterfly’s co-
owner who doubles as the head of
sales and marketing. “We opened in
the middle of the country’s worst
political nightmare last year and
that didn’t help us one bit.”

With stability and colder weather
attracting travellers back to the
North, business has gradually been
picking up. Word about Butterfly
has spread and the resort is becom-

ing known to visitors of various
nationalities in search of a place that
offers greenery and easy-going
serenity.

Butterfly’s rooms can be divided
into two types and they’re all tucked
away in a cluster of villas at the back
of the resort. Each villa contains two
rooms – upstairs and downstairs –
both of which are furnished with a
fridge, sofa, coffee-tea maker, study
table, wardrobe and a four-poster
bed along with a shower, bath and

an outdoor rain shower. The only
problem is that if your room is
upstairs, you will need to walk
downstairs every time you need to
use the bathroom or to wash your
hands, which can be annoying for
younger guests and inconvenient for
elderly guests.

“We wanted to keep the villa’s
style as traditional as possible,” says
Noppamas. “When most people
think of a Chiang Mai house, they
imagine a wooden house, a balcony

and a downstairs bathroom. So if
you come with elderly relations or
with children, we advise you to stay
in the downstairs room.”

Butterfly’s quirky and fun decor
also makes it stand out from other
resorts. Our upstairs room over-
looks the shady walkways adorned
with a fishpond and fountain. We
were there when the weather was
still quite cold in Chiang Mai, so we
opted for indoor showers. We also
liked the patterned bed sheets,
which made a pleasant change from
plain white.

But with so much lovely green
space shaded by huge rain trees and
tamarind trees, no one will want to
stay in the room. The focal point of
this resort in the former mansion,
which has been turned into a spa-
cious two-storey club house, with a
restaurant, outdoor balcony and
covered terrace with lounge chairs,
sofa and scattered pillows, a perfect
place to nap, chat or update your
Facebook page. Guests also enjoy
sitting under the trees or hanging
out by the pool.

And if you do yoga, the resort
offers morning classes overlooking
the Ping River. If you don’t, tuck
into a hearty breakfast under the
shade of a lovely big tree. 
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FESTIVALDIARY

I am planning a trip to Thailand this April. I have two nights in Bangkok and planning to spend
the next seven in another parts of the country. This is my first trip and I’d like to see the best
of Thailand. Could you suggest a relaxing beach holiday within easy reach of Bangkok? Thank
you, Steve

If you prefer to spend the time outside Bangkok by the beach, the easiest way is
to fly there. Places to go include Phuket, Samui, Krabi or Trang, all of which are
about one hour by plane from the capital. Phuket has the most frequent flights
from Bangkok but the other destinations are also con-
venient to reach. 

Phuket is Thailand’s biggest island and a province
with many beaches and smaller islands nearby. It’s also
a city, so has plenty to offer in terms of activities and
places to visit. Phuket is connected by bridge to Phang-
nga, Krabi and other provinces.

While Phuket is the most popular beach destina-
tion, Krabi is catching up with its lovely Au Nang
beach, Railey Bay and Phi Phi islands, which can also
be reached from Phuket. Trang on the Andaman coast-
line is a charming destination and the least touristy of
them all. It has a rugged landscape and national parks
with small islands nearby. It can also be reached by train from Bangkok. 

Koh Samui in Surat Thani province is the only island in the Gulf of Thailand
to which you can fly from Bangkok. It's the third largest island in Thailand with
many beaches and islands and the popular Mu Koh Angthong Marine National
Park. 

April is Thailand’s hottest month and your travel dates may coincide with the
Songkran festival, Thailand’s traditional new year, which runs from April 13 to
15. Flights and hotels are likely to be busy at that time so you do need to book
well in advance. It is a fun time to be in the Kingdom, as you’ll be able to partici-
pate in the water throwing ritual with local people.

I am planning on visiting Thailand and Hong Kong this year. I’ll probably go during
low season, when and hotels are much cheaper. Last year I went to Bali in
September, which is low season, but still enjoyed great weather plus good hotel
deals. What’s the best time to visit Bangkok and Koh Samui off season? Thank
you, Lee

The high season in this part of the world is December to February
when westerners escape the cold to bake in the tropical sun. In
Thailand’s case, high season rates apply from November to April, as
Thais tend to take their holiday in April, the hottest month, to coin-
cide with the long school holidays and the Thai New Year festival.

The so-called the rainy season is when
many hotels offer low season promotions
and these usually run from May to
October, though the rains usually don’t
start earlier than June in most parts of
Thailand. However, in the case of Samui,
which is located on the Gulf of Thailand,
the rainy season starts later, around
October. So even when the monsoon
rains get heavier from late August until late October in the rest of
Thailand, you can still enjoy Samui. Samui tends to be wet in
November and December, occasionally in January too. 

The best time to come to Bangkok and Samui for lovely sunny
weather and good low season deals is from mid May to the beginning
of July. Do note though that if you change your destination to Phuket
and Krabi, the marine national parks around there will be closed from
May 15 until October 15 due to the monsoon season. As a result, low
season deals with good weather are probably best found in early May
and the end of October. 

Hope this helps!

DESERT FESTIVAL
February 16-18, Rajasthan, India

Jaisalmer, known as the Golden City,
brings life and colour to the heart of the
Thar Desert, as the isolated town cele-
brates the Desert Festival. The event kicks
off with incredible camel parades, with the
Rajastanis dressing up the beasts in fine
mirrored clothes. Tribal music, dance and
more perhaps fuel the festive mood, as
colour tilts beyond the rolling sand dunes.
There is an over-night Delhi-Jaisalmer Express leaving from Old
Delhi.

RIVER HONGBAO
Until February 13, Marina Bay, Singapore

The Singapore River turns red and
vibrant this month, as the city cele-
brates Chinese New Year over the
next nine days. The party and show-
case take place around the Marina
Bay with traditional and contempo-
rary Chinese performances and fire-
works. In collaboration with Chengdu,

in central China, this pedestrian street around the bay also offers
visitors strings of illuminated lanterns and a terrific gastronomic
scene. Visit www.RiverHongbao.sg.

BISKET FESTIVAL
Mid-April, Bhaktapur, Nepal

This chaotic but colourful festival wel-
comes the Nepalese new year in mid-
April and is based on a fairy tale. The star
of the show is an ancient three-storey-
high chariot carved with gods and god-
desses, which presides over the ceremo-
nious ground of Bhairab Temple Square.
Infused with a love-and-hate Hindu drama
of Mahabharata, the crowds have a tug of
war over the rickety chariot to predict what the future holds in the
coming year. Bhaktapur is to the east of the Kathmandu Valley. Visit
www.WelcomeNepal.com.

FESTIVAL OF THE WEST
March 17 to 20, Arizona, USA

Rawhide, a small town outside Phoenix.
Arizona, hosts the Festival of the West. The
cowboy spirit comes alive as locals host
everything from a Chuck Wagon Cook-Off, to
horsemanship competitions and cowboy
poetry readings. Visit
www.FestivalOfTheWest.com.

CHERRY BLOSSOM VIEWING
April, Osaka, Japan

Visit the Mint Gardens, stare at the cherry blos-
soms and write a romantic haiku. The riverside
promenade is lined on both sides with cherry trees
coming into full bloom this month and next. The
Mint Office gardens boast 400 cherry trees, includ-
ing examples of almost 100 different varieties,
some very rare.

VENICE CARNIVAL
February 26 to March 8, Venice, Italy

An enchanting series of masquerades,
traditional ceremonies, music and all round
festivities among the canals, squares and
palaces of Venice takes place during the
carnival time, with musical, theatrical,
acrobatic and dance performances,
masked balls, brunches in period costume
and gala dinners. The theme for this year’s
carnival is “Sensation: 6 sense for 6 ses-
tieri” and visitors are invited to discover,
see, feel, touch, smell and taste the city

and its six districts. Visit www.CarnivalOfVenice.com

ELLERSLIE INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW
March 9 to March 13, Christchurch, New Zealand

Inspired by London’s Chelsea
Flower Show, Ellerslie International
Flower Show is billed as the largest
flora exhibition in the southern
hemisphere with more than 57,000
visitors. There are loads of free
activities plus opportunities to
watch, learn and even get your
hands dirty. The city celebrates dis-
plays, music, food, storytelling and
more. Visit
www.EllerslieFlowerShow.co.nz.

AT A GLANCE
High Point – Gorgeous green
space with big trees that grow
through the roof. Well-
designed spacious rooms.
Low Point – It would be nicer if
the bathroom for the upstairs
room was also upstairs.
Pay for it – Bt3,000 per night,
less in the lower season.
Find it – 181 Moo 6, San Phi
Seur, Chiang Mai, 50300,
Thailand
Browse it:
www.StayAtButterfly.com
Phone it: (053) 115 270
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CHECK IN

AT ONE WITH NATURE

A resort by the
Ping River offers
plenty of green
space to chill


